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April 2005 


CLUB NOTICES 


Tonight is the Annual General Meeting and after the reports and 
election of office-bearers, the speaker is... 


Grant Baverstock 


...and he will giv a presentation on some of the bat projects he has been working on in the region. He will focus on 
the recent establishment of the Grey-headed Flying-fox colony in Eastern Park, Geelong and the rare Southern 
Myotis confined to riparian zones. Grant has been researching micro-bats for the past 25 years, and is a member of 
the Australasian Bat Society, Australian Mammal Society, Victorian Field Naturalists Club and Birds Australia. 


At the May meeting 
... the speaker will be Kate Blood 


K ate Blood is the Project Leader, Weed Alert Rapid Response with the Department of Primary Industries (DPI) in 
Victoria. She lives and works in Beaufort, Victoria and is the author of Environmental Weeds: A Field Guide for SE 
Australia and co-author of the Weed Navigator. Apart from hunting out new weeds in the State, she delivers 
environmental weed training courses, and supports an extensive network of Weed Spotters around the State. She is 
a Board Member of the Invasive Species Council in Australia. 


BEBEEEBEBEBEEEEE 
= l. #£ : Pa 
Bannockburn Excursion 17 April 2005 5 we welcome $ 
LN Ms Magda Dodd E 
` & 
Leaders: Grant Baverstock & Claire Greenwell ° Mr Grame SiM Robyn Base bd 
* to the Club # 
Please note that this will be an afternoon and evening ğ  andwishthemalongand 4% 
excursion. Pa happy # 
* association & 
Depart: 1.30 pm Eastern Gardens car park (opposite GBG sculpture park) EE EEEEEEREECEEEES 


Proceed via Ballarat Road to Bannockburn. Cross the railway line 
into High Street. 

Turn right into Milton Street (Police Station on corner, go past 
school) 

Vicroads Map 295 M2 


GFNC Website 
... Barry Lingham 


2.00 pm Wabdallah Reserve at the end of Mikon Street, 
Bannockburn. 


Arrive: A 
ny observations (plant, 
mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate 


After a trek through this interesting little reserve looking at its flora etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC 


Finish: 


Bring: 


and fauna we will move on to Bannockburn Bush opposite the Golf 
Club and set up the bat-trap in areas that Grant found bats 
before. (Grant has a research permit to study them.) 


5.00 pm lf the weather is kind to us, we should have an interesting 
evening—not only bats, but also other creatures of the night e.g. 
possums, gliders, owls, Tawny Frogmouths are possible sightings! 


NOT LATE (we must keep in mind that some members have to go 
to work early next morning)! 


Binoculars, refreshments (evening meal, etc.), spot light or torch. 


email address or phoned to Barry 
(5255 4291) so that they can be 
incorporated onto the site frequently. 


Members will then be able to find 
out about interesting sightings very 
quickly by checking the webpage. 


Illustration on front cover by 
Dave King. The ant is host to the 
Small Ant-blue Butterfly, which is 
the emblem of the 

GFNC. See the 

article on p. 10. 
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On behalf of our retiring president, John 
Bottomley, | am pleased to present this 
annual report of the Geelong Field 
Naturalists Club's activities for 2004/2005. 


Overall it has been another very 
successful year for the Club. As indicated 
in the Financial Report, our finances are 
healthy and our membership remains 
steady. We have welcomed a number of 
new members to the Club and have been 
delighted to see them on our excursions 
and contributing to other Club activities. 


Regular events and ongoing activities 
The Club has continued its regular 
program of general meetings and 
excursions, bird and plant group 
meetings, mid-week bird group outings, 
and mammal trapping. The publication of 
the monthly Geelong Naturalist and 
annual Geelong Bird Report, and regular 
updating of the Club's website have all 
helped provide informative articles and 
news for our members. Our annual 
display at the Angair Wildflower Show 
helped raise the profile of the GFNC. 


These activities represent the more public 
face of the Club. Behind the scenes we 
continue to have a special interest in two 
areas, the Jerringot Wildlife Reserve and 
Seaview Park on the Belmont 
Escarpment. CoGG is now doing 
increased work on the escarpment and 
seed collection and propagation of 
indigenous species from this small 
remnant area have started this year. At 
Jerringot two new seats were installed 
during the year with help from Australian 
Conservation Volunteers. 


Under the leadership of Trevor Pescott, 
we have continued our bird surveys along 
the Barwon River for the Corangamite 
Catchment Management Authority. As 
well as being an important contribution to 
the base of environmental data for the 
river, these surveys provide useful income 
for the Club. 


Our annual Clean-up Australia Day 
activity at Jerringot was well attended this 
year but our two boneseeding weekends 
at the You Yangs were poorly supported. 
Next time you visit the You Yangs, make a 
trip to the Saddle area where you will. 
appreciate the contrast between our 
‘patch’ and the surrounding areas which 
have no volunteer weeders. We have 
made a significant difference and can 
continue to do so with only a little bit more 
support from Club members for the work 
that Rob Beardsley and Claire and Dennis 
Greenwell have been doing. 


...Deborah Evans 


Our monthly excursions suffered a major 
drop in attendance over winter although 
numbers have been healthier since the 
weather warmed up. After much 
discussion the committee has decided to 
continue with monthly excursions this year 
and are planning an exciting program that 
we hope will overcome the winter 'blues'. 
As well as supporting our program of 
speakers, excursions and campouts in the 
coming year—which will continue to have 
a focus on our local region—Club 
members are encouraged to join in the 
activities of our state and national 
organisations, SEANA and ANN, whose 
campouts and get-togethers enable us to 
visit other areas and share our knowledge 
with colleagues from other clubs. 


The final behind-the-scenes activity is the 
work of the conservation subcommittee, 
who prepare submissions for us on 
proposals that have environmental 
implications, and the various Club 
members who represent us on a range of 
community committees and user groups. 
Their work makes an important 
contribution to the Club's purposes of 
environmental education and 
conservation. The president detailed 
these activities and the many contributors 
in his regular column in the Naturalist 
during the year. 


Some special events 

June 2004 was a special month for 
GFNC. Two Club stalwarts received 
recognition for their many years of 
dedication to environmental issues; Dick 
Southcombe being awarded the Order of 
Australia and Trevor Pescott receiving the 
City of Greater Geelong's individual 
Environment Day Award on World 
Environment Day. The Club was also 
recognised with CoGG's organisational 
Environment Day Award. 


During the year the Club paid its own 
tributes to two of its members with 
Honorary Life Memberships for Margaret 
Cameron and Graeme Tribe for their 
outstanding work over many years. 


An organisation is made up of its 
people 

This year we have enjoyed the luxury of 
an (almost) full committee and we have 
been able to fill a number of other 
positions as people have retired. Our 
thanks to Heather Cameron and Trish 
McColl for their work on the Club library, a 
task that has now been taken over by 
Claire Greenwell. After five years, Claire 
has handed over her role as editor of the 
Geelong Naturalist to Lorraine Phelan. 


Claire has been responsible for a number 
of major improvements to the magazine's 
layout and presentation which have 
resulted in a publication of which we can 
all be proud. The Naturalist provides an 
important link to the Club for those unable 
to attend meetings and wider publicity 
through a range of subscribing 
organisations. 


In other moves, Neil McInnes has taken 
over the recording of minutes at our 
general meetings from Peter Williams. 
Barry Lingham has taken on the 
management of our website and email 
from Geoff Jones who had done a major 
upgrade of the website for us. Polly 
Cutcliffe and Bryant Attwood are retiring 
from the committee after providing 
valuable assistance on a number of 
projects during the year. 


We recently farewelled our president John 
and his wife Jocelyn when they returned 
to Canada after fifteen years in Australia. 
John has made a significant contribution 
to the Club through his many activities. As 
well as his role as vice-president, and 
then president, John was the leader of the 
bird group. He also spent many hours 
analysing reports and preparing letters 
and submissions on behalf od the 
conservation committee. 


Our thanks to all these retiring office 
bearers and duty holders for their many 
contributions, as well as to all those who 
are continuing in their positions this year. 


The big move 

A number of years in the planning, our 
move to the Geelong Botanic Gardens 
meeting room has finally happened. It 
has been an opportunity to do a stocktake 
of our books and equipment and do quite 
a bit of cleaning out. My thanks to all who 
have worked so hard in the last few 
months to make the move a success. 


We look forward to a rewarding 
association with the Friends of the 
Geelong Botanic Gardens and to the 
many other possibilities the new location 
and association will open up for us. One 
example is our joint venture with the 
Geelong Botanic Gardens to set up the 
Wider Geelong Flora Lecture Series. The 
first of these talks was held in March and 
we will be linking our excursion program 
with future lectures in the series during the 
year. 


All in all, 2005/2006 is shaping up as an 
exciting year for the Club, with 
opportunities for a higher profile within the 
community and potential for new activities 
to add to the existing ones that have been 
so successfully developed and maintained 
over the years. 
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Marbled Geckos found living happily in my garden 


Marbled Gecko Christinus marmoratus 
Family Gekkonidae Sub-family Gekkoninae 
(marmoreal = like marble) 


The Marbled Gecko is the most southerly of about 110 
described species in Australia. Its range extends from the 
Warrumbungle Mountains in NSW to Shark Bay in WA. It 
is not found in Tasmania but is found on many off-shore 
islands and throughout Victoria except Gippsland and the 
north-east. 


Colouration is extremely variable, pale to dark grey or 
pinkish-brown with dark lines forming irregular marbling, 
reticulations or zig-zagging transverse bands. Irregular 
pale grey blotches are often present, alternating with dark 
markings and tending to centre on the vertebrae region. 
The pattern on the tail is similar, with a series of reddish 
brown to bright orange blotches often present, particularly 
on juveniles. The snout to vent length is 70 mm. 


Geckos are small nocturnal lizards which shelter beneath 
loose bark by day. They feed mainly on insects and 
spiders, are soft-skinned, have a voice and they use their 
tongue to wipe the clear spectacles covering their lidless 
eyes. When grasped or threatened they will bark and 
lunge at the aggressor; if that fails most geckoes will 
readily discard their tail and then grow another. 


All Australian geckos lay two eggs, or rarely one, in a 
clutch. Several species exist as all-female populations 
that produce female clones without mating. Some geckos 
can run with ease over smooth walls, windows and even 
ceilings. Their padded toes have specialised adhesive 
scales with microscopic hairs and bristles which grasp 
minute surface irregularities and possible adhere at the 
molecular level. No suction is involved. Many other 
geckos have simple clawed toes. 


...Dick Southcombe 


The two Marbled Geckos found at 4 Peary Street Belmont 
were sheltering separately, one on the north side of our 
home on the trunk of a small melaleuca and the other on 
the south side in stacked timber. Pattern markings 
indicated that one had discarded a tail because the dorsal 
pattern did not continue along the tail. 


Trevor Pescott has observed mature and young Marbled 
Geckos in his Belmont garden and they have also been 
seen at Newtown and Lara. 


The Gekkoninae sub-family is cosmopolitan, occupying 
virtually every land mass where geckos occur. Drifting on 
debris they have also colonised many isolated oceanic 
islands. Their success lies in part with their unique round 
hard-shelled eggs. Over the centuries human migration 
has aided their dispersal. Australian Gekkoninae geckos 
are part of this dispersal so their ancestry probably lies 
elsewhere but they have been here long enough for many 
endemics to evolve. Of the 30 species in Australia 
around 24 live nowhere else. 


Dave King and Trevor Pescott identified the species and 
loaned me Reptiles and Amphibians of Australia by 
Cogger and A Complete Guide to Reptiles of Australia by 
Wilson and Swan from which the above information has 
been obtained. 


Mammal Trapping 


The Breamlea dunes may not be the most exciting places to look for mammals but if we don't look, we'll never know! 


So let’s select this for our April trapping place. 


Remember we also complete bird and other fauna lists as part of our survey, so bring your 


binoculars. 


Wednesday 
Thursday 


13 April 
14 April 
15 April 
16 April 


Friday 
Saturday 


á For further details please ring Trevor Pescott 5243 4368. 


2.00 p.m. 
8.00 a.m. 
8.00 a.m. 
8.00 a.m. 


set traps 

check traps 
check traps 
collect traps 
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Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
Baum’s Weir to Queen’s Bridge 


17 March 2005 
... Vernon Cohen 


Rob Ganly’s house overlooks this beautiful 
part of the Barwon Valley and not only was 
he very familiar with the bird life of the area 
but he told us some interesting facts of the 
history of the river from Baum’s Weir to 
Buckley Falls. His keen spotting and loud 
voice made sure that all participants on the 
excursion saw all the features. 


We were also fortunate to have amongst our 
members Roy Whiteside, who has been 
actively involved with the Friends of Buckley 
Falls. They have contributed greatly to the 
beauty of this area by their enthusiasm, care 
and planting. This amounts to a lot of hard 
work, but the reward has been a 
beautification for us all to enjoy. 


The excursion was attended by eight 
members and one visitor. We met at the car 
park at Zillah Crawcour Reserve, at Queens. 
Park Bridge, and then by car shuttle to the 
car park at Baum’s Weir reached from Upper 
Paper Mill Road off the Hamilton Highway at 
Fyansford. (A brochure, Discovering 
Buckley Falls, is available from any of the 
Customer Service Centres of the City of 
Greater Geelong, and outlines several 
interesting walks along our beautiful river.) 


As we left our cars to go down to Baum’s 
Weir we had a good view of a Whistling Kite, 
later to hear its call. The car park area 
rewarded us with a lovely sighting of a family 
of Dusky Woodswallows sitting on a bough 
of a Eucalypt and snuggling up together. 
Our first view of Baum’s Weir revealed a 
Darter sitting on the wall, Dusky Moorhens, 
Purple Swamphen, Eurasian Coot, Pacific 
Black Duck, Grey Teal, White-Faced Heron 
and overhead a Pied Cormorant and several 
Raptors, Black-shouldered Kite, Whistling 
Kite, Brown Goshawk, Collared 
Sparrowhawk (square tail), Brown Falcon, 
Australian Hobby. Along the river path to 
Buckley Falls we were greeted by many 
birds in the trees and understorey, and 
several plants in flower including the Purple 
Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria). 


The River is looking fresh and clean after the 
recent heavy rains, and as we were looking . 
across to where the 5-storey bluestone flour 
mill (known as Highett’s Mill and built in 
1854) had been and the relics of the race 
that carried the water from Baum’s Weir, we 
were thrilled to see a platypus surfacing and 
diving. We all had a good look! On the land 
side of our path, we passed the quarry from 
which the stone for the mill came, now filled 
with water and frogs croaking, which we 
‘birdos’ were not able to identify! 


We explored Buckley Falls area and the 
1100 metre water-race that led to the 


Barwon Paper Mill (1878—1923) and then 
walked to opposite the historic Mill Cottages 
where there is a path leading to the 
extensive Fyansford Common behind the 
Fyansford Hotel. At this point there was a 
waterhole on our right where we discovered 
a pair of Grey Teal, with six fluffy ducklings 
sheltering on the edge. In the long grass 
was a beautiful Peacock, a relic of a nature 
park now abandoned. At this junction, there 
are a number of newly made pathways that 
cross the Barwon to Queen’s Park side; we 
decided to cross the Moorabool River and 
return via the shared walking/cycling path 
that leads back to Zilla Crawcour Reserve 
and curves past the junction of the two 
rivers, running beneath the steep slope of 
Deviation Road hill. The dense and 
extensive banks of trees and other 
vegetation in this area gives a sense of 
seclusion with glimpses of the Barwon. This 
path revealed to us a pair of Red-rumped 
Parrots at their nesting hole, a family of 
Dusky Moorhens sheltering under a log at 
the junction of the two rivers, a Clamorous 
Reed-Warbler in bushes and long grass, 
(had the recent flood washed away his 
reeds?), an Eastern Yellow Robin and a 
Little Grassbird. 


Back on the Common, the water had 
subsided revealing a beautifully green 
reserve with two or three muddy ponds 
remaining. Recently they had been a great 
area for Royal Spoonbills, but now have 
some Black Duck with two well-developed 
young, Black-fronted Dotterel with some 
immature birds, and White-faced Heron. 
One of our number found a dead Dotterel. 
which allowed us to examine the lovely 
russety-brown back and dark chestnut 
‘shoulder bar’ and red legs of the bird. 


What a day of discovery! The beauty and 
wonderment of Nature with good friends and 
you don't have to drive for miles! You can 
see it all on our own River and much more! 
Try it! 


Our thanks 
to Rob and 
Roy, who 
shared 
much 
information 
and to Polly | 
who so 
thoughtfully 
plans these 
mornings 
for our 
enjoyment. 
Do join the 
Group. 


Bird Observations 


Total: 59 Species 


Pacific Black Duck 
Grey Teal 
Chestnut Teal 
Darter 

Little Pied Cormorant 
White-faced Heron 
Australian White Ibis 
Straw-necked Ibis 
Black-shouldered Kite 
Whistling Kite 

Brown Goshawk 
Collared Sparrowhawk 
Brown Falcon 

Australian Hobby 

Purple Swamphen 
Dusky Moorhen 
Eurasian Coot 
Black-fronted Dotterel 
Masked Lapwing 
Spotted Turtle-Dove 
Galah 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Rainbow Lorikeet 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet 
Crimson Rosella 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Superb Fairy-wren 
Spotted Pardalote 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Brown Thornbill 
Yellow-rumped Thomhil! 
Red Wattlebird A 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
Eastern Yellow Robin 
Grey Shrike-thrush 
Magpie-Lark 

Grey Fantail 

Willie Wagtail 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Dusky Woodswallow 
Australian Magpie 

Pied Currawong 

Little Raven 

House Sparrow 
Red-browed Finch 
European Greenfinch 
European Goldfinch 
Welcome Swallow 

Tree Martin 

Fairy Martin 

Clamorous Reed-Warbler 
Little Grassbird 

Silvereye 

Common Blackbird 

Song Thrush 

Common Starling 
Common Myna 


Plus a Feral Peacock! 


4 


GEELONG NATURALIST Vol.40 No. 11 


April 2005 


The second Australian Bird Atlas Project and some of the changes indicated 
by the collected data compared with the data of the first Bird Atlas 


a talk given at the General Meeting 1 February 2005 


he speaker is from Birds Australia 

and has worked with the second 
Atlas project for nearly seven years. 
Andrew commended the GFNC for 
being a great supporter of the Bird 
Atlas and Birds Australia in general. 
The first Atlas was compiled and 
published from data collected 
between 1977 to 1982. The second 
Atlas project started in 1998 and ran 
to 2002. The second project is now in 
an on-going atlas phase. 


Aims of the project 

1. to document the bird distribution 

2. to identify broad changes between 
first and second atlas 

3. to identify and collect data on 
threatened species. 


Other aims 

To collect specific data on certain 
sites. These sites were chosen as a 
result of a large workshop session 
held to collect the views of many 
participants. One of the aims was to 
set up a large number of intensive 
atlas sites whereby people, who were 
registered for a particular site, 
collected and entered data into a 
habitat form. The area of each habitat 
was typically about two hectares. 
About 3 500 such sites were 
established around the country where 
an observer collects data in a 20 
minute survey either once a month or 
once a season. This has provided’ 
very useful information because then 
the birds recorded can be linked to 
the particular features of a site (e.g. a” 
wetland). 


Data collection 

This started on 1 Aug 1998 with about 
7 000 contributors collecting data 
which encompassed the whole of 
Australia including the offshore 
islands and Australian territories (e.g. 
Macquarie Island, Lord Howe Island, 
Norfolk Island and Cocos-Keeling 
Islands). 


General coverage of survey 

The location of surveys has been 
excellent in south-west, south-east — 
and eastern Australia, but coverage of 


by Andrew Silcocks 


the more remote areas has been ` 
more difficult (e.g. in the aboriginal 
areas or the desert areas) as this 
mainly depends on where the tracks 
and roads are and where access is 
possible. 


Requirements for the project were to 
try to get people out into areas which 
had not been surveyed previously for 
the atlas. The country therefore was 
divided into 1° grids, making a total of 
about.820 of these grids, and the aim 
was to get people to do surveys in 
each 1° grid. In the more populated 
areas of south-east and south-west 
Australia the aim was to get people to 
do surveys within each 10 minute 
grid. 


Some very interesting patterns have 
emerged. There are great hotspots 
where people like to go as birds are 
more readily seen at these sites. 
Maps are regularly produced and sent 
out to observers in an attempt to get 
observers to do surveys in areas 
where there has not been much 
coverage. A particular commendation 
goes to Tim Hunt and his wife who do 
atlas surveys within each one minute 
grid of a 1° grid span in the Ballarat 
area. They surveyed some of the 
remoter areas which included getting 
permission from property owners to 
do surveys on their properties. A 
particular observation by Tim Hunt 
was the discovery in roadsides and 
patches of gorse of several Striated 
Fieldwren which were previously 
unknown in that area. This resulted in 
excellent coverage compared to a 
neighbouring grid where bird watching 
was restricted mainly to the more 
popular sites. 


Brief outline of the Atlas survey 
form 

Details involve recording the name of 
the observer (and allocated code), 
location (in latitude and longitude or 
distance and direction from a well- 
known location), time and date of 
observation, type of survey and bird 
species. 


... Roy Whiteside 


Comparison of bird population data 
of the second atlas with the first 
atlas 

An analysis was done for 422 species 
and the results showed that 15% of 
the species had decreased, 37% had 
increased and the rest showed little 
change. Rainfall appeared to be the 
main driving force between the 
changes. 


A colour-coded map showed the 
regions where species numbers had 
respectively increased, decreased or 
showed no change. There was a 
decrease in population in much of 
south-east Australia. The Geelong - 
Region, for example, showed a 
decrease in some of the raptors and 
Red-rumped Parrot. 


In Australia generally there was a 
decrease in numbers for Rainbow 
Bee-eater, Scarlet Robin, Dusky 
Wood-swallow and Richard’s Pipit. 
There was an increase in numbers for 
most duck species (partly because of 
wetter conditions), most of the 
lorikeets, cockatoos, rosellas, Sacred 
Kingfisher, most of the honeyeaters, 
Pied Currawong, Red Wattlebird and 
introduced species (e.g. Common 
Myna, House Sparrow and Skylark). 


Distributions of some species 
Orange-bellied Parrot 

This is a winter visitor to Victoria 
chiefly on the Bellarine Peninsula and 
Western Sewage Treatment Plant. 
Fewer birds are being found each: 
winter. The population appears to be 
stable at the Tasmanian breeding 
grounds so it is not known where 
some of these birds are going. 


Painted Snipe 

This is a very rare freshwater bird and 
has been listed recently as vulnerable 
and critically endangered in Victoria. 


Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 

There has been a considerable 
increase in numbers around Ballarat, 
Geelong and Bellarine Peninsula. 
Birds have been observed in new 
areas (e.g. the Mornington 
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Peninsula). 


Crested Pigeon 

During the first atlas period this 
species was mostly restricted to the 
northern part of the Great Dividing 
range in-the drier country. In the 
second atlas period this species has 


Summary of increases and 
decreases in populations 

Increases tended to be highly mobile 
species, opportunistic breeders, open- 
country birds, waterbirds and 
introduced species. Decreases tended 
to be ground foragers, ground nesters, 
hollow nesters, raptors and woodland 


Ongoing data 

The atlas data is ongoing with a view 
to long-term study of the birds. The 
data is being used to produce the 
annual State of Australia’s Bird 
Reports. Each edition focuses on a 
specific topic, e.g. A general overview 


been recorded in Melbourne, 
Geelong, Gippsland and south-west 
Victoria. This increase in range is 
probably as a result of increasing 
numbers of dams and water holes ° 
with some preference to live close to 
human activity. 


Maps and Migrants 

A distribution map indicates the 

reporting rate in various grid areas by e 
dots (i.e. a bigger dot indicates that 

the bird is more likely to be seen in 

that grid). A breeding map shows 

where breeding was recorded. Four 
seasonal maps are compiled to show e 
the movements of migratory species. 
These species move to northern 
Australia and Indonesia in the winter 
months, migrate to southern Australia 

in spring and return to the north at the 
end of summer. O 


atlas. 


birds. 


birds (e.g. Brown Falcon, Wedge- 
tailed Eagle, Kestrels) £ 


Regular users of Atlas data 
Research students doing 
projects, e.g. a study of the 
relationship of birds to climate 
change in the period between 
the first atlas and the second 


Consultants who are doing 
environmental effects 
assessments of a particular 
area with a particular interestin bird populations are changing. 
threatened species. 

Bird guide brochures in different John Bottomley gave a vote of thanks 
parts of Australia allow councils tO the speaker. 

and tourist authorities to give 

information about the best sites 

in that area to see particular 


Data requested by people for 
their personal records. 


of Australian birds or Waterbirds in 
freshwater wetland systems. The 
data enables the listing of important 
bird areas and threatened species. 
These annual reports give an 
overview of the status of Australia’s 
birds which is used as a measure of 
biodiversity and an indicator of 
sustainability. Itis also used as an 
indicator of how programs, undertaken 
within the land-care groups and the 
catchment management authorities, 
are working. They also indicate how 


Out and About 


More about mangroves, Mandora Salt 
Marsh, sand dune plants and Barwon 
Heads Bluff 


D id you know that there are mangroves growing 60 km 
inland, south of Broome at the edge of the Great Sandy 
Desert, and that they are the same species Avicennia 
marina that occurs in the Barwon estuary? What 
adaptations have they had to make to survive in such an 
arid area, without an obvious connection to the sea? 
They are not in an intertidal zone, but occur along Salt 
Creek. 


Avicennia marina tolerates a wide range of environmental 
conditions. It has been found in sites covered with 
freshwater for three months of the year, and also in water 
containing 85/1000 parts salt. 


Mangroves cope with a saline environment firstly by 
partially excluding salt by the roots, (xylem sap is only 
1/10 that of sea water), then by storing it in the leaves, 
where it is excreted through pores, or lost through leaf fall. 


Avicennia marina normally needs pneumatophores to 
help it obtain enough oxygen because it grows in 


...Valda Dedman 


anaerobic mud. A single tree only 2-3 metres tall can 
have more than 10 000 pneumatophores, which arise at 
regular intervals from the large horizontal anchoring roots. 
They are usually no more than 30 cm tall and contain a 
layer of spongy gas-filled tissue and have tiny pores 
called lenticels on the surface. When the rising tide covers 
them, the pores close and the gas pressure falls as the 
plant uses stored oxygen. At low tide the lenticels reopen 
and air is sucked into the root system. Gas exchange in 
pneumatophores at the landward edge, where tidal 
influence is minimal, is presumably by diffusion, and | 
presume the ‘inland’ mangroves are also aerated in this 
way. 


Lenticels in pneumatophore 
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| would dearly love to visit the desert mangroves, which 
grow in the Mandora Salt Marsh, a fascinating complex of 
wetlands extending from the 80 mile beach 100 km 
inland into the Great Sandy Desert. The marsh 
(Biological Refuge WA23) is a series of large claypans 
joined by Salt Creek. Mandora Soak, a raised peat bog 
some 7000 years old, about 2 metres above the 
surrounding plain and surrounded by a moat, is part of an 
ancient river system. There are permanent soaks and 
mound springs. Eil Eil has a distinctive Melaleuca 
leucandendra closed forest, an important bird nesting 
area; Dragon Tree Soak is named for its ‘white dragon 
trees’ Sesbania formosa, beautiful tropical trees, which 
have huge creamy pea-flowers. 


Why are Sesbanias called Dragon Trees? Is it because 
they flower when freshwater crocodiles lay their eggs? 
Aboriginal peoples call them Jangaria trees and eat the 
flowers and the seeds. They say that when the petals fall, 
the barramundi are biting. Sesbania formosa trees have 
been used as host plants in sandalwood plantations. 
Sandalwood Santalum lanceolatum is a semi-parasite on 
the root nodules of leguminous plants. Wood White 
butterfly caterpillars feed on it as well as on mistletoe. 


@ 


Sand dunes have their own suite of plants. Vegetation 
on coastal dunes generally shows a gradual progression 
from pioneer species on foredunes, through various 
shrub species to dense dune scrub further inland, where 
there is less exposure to wind and salt spray. Close to 
the ocean, plants have to be tough to survive. If you 
travel along 13th Beach Road you can see some 
amazingly wind-sculpted plants on top of the foredune. 
Short top and sides are the order of the day. 


The shifting sand on the seaward side is held down to 
some extent by Hairy Spinifex Spinifex sericea. This is a 
much more suitable stabilising plant than the introduced 
Marrum grass Ammophila arenaria which was widely 
planted around the coast in the first half of last century. It 
can grow on bare sand and has long creeping stolons 
that produce tufts of narrow flat silvery leaves at 
thickened nodes. The leaves are densely hairy, which 
slows down air movement and helps reduce water loss. 
Flowers are either male or female and look quite 
different. Male flowers grow in short erect orange-brown 
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spikelets; female flowers are silvery-green to straw- 
coloured, clustered together in three-dimensional stars up 
to 25 cm wide. When the seeds are ripe, the stars break 
off and tumble in the wind along the beach. In South 
Australia this plant is known as Spiny Rolling Grass. It 
has no spines and is not related to the desert plants 
known as Spinifex, which belong to the Triodia genus. 


Cushion Bush Leucophyta brownii sometimes forms a 
distinct zone near the foreshore. Its grey-white rounded 
‘cushions’ of tangled branches are covered with scale-like 
leaves pressed so close against them that they almost 
look like little bumps. The whole plant is covered with 
short white hairs. It is a member of the daisy family 
though you might not guess that at first glance. The pale 
yellowy-grey globular flowers that grow at the ends of the 
branches are worth a closer look. There may be thirty or 
more than a hundred individual flower-heads packed 
tightly in each flower-ball. Each of these smaller heads is 
surrounded by papery bracts (modified leaves) and is 
made up of many small one-seeded stalkless tubular 
flowers, called florets. The seeds have a tuft of hairs (the 
pappus) at the apex that may act as a parachute for 
dispersal by wind. 


There is a plant flowering just now that looks like a weed, 
but is a native and a good dune stabiliser. It is Actifes 
megalocarpa, the Dune Thistle that has stiff hairy leaves 
and a yellow flower. It is also a daisy and its name means 
‘coast dweller with large fruit’. 


Weeds can be a problem on dunes and cliffs. The 
Friends of the Bluff have been working for many years to 
eradicate alien plants and restore native vegetation to 
Barwon Heads Bluff, which had become severely 
degraded. Many plants have naturally regenerated, such 
as the Coast Flax Lily Dianella brevicaulis, which has 
been adopted as their floral emblem. 


Friends of the Bluff launched a new booklet Plants that 
Clothe the Bluff at the Plants of the Bluff and Environs 
Seminar, that was part of the Barwon Heads Festival of 
the Sea. In association with Parks Victoria the Friends 
have also produced an excellent CD Living on the Edge, 
which is about the Barwon Bluff Marine Sanctuary. 


Congratulations to this hard-working group on all their 
achievements. 


¢ 
wa 
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Flower-heads packed in compound head of Cushion Bush 
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THE GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INCORPORATED 
REG'D NO. A0013708R 


TREASURER'S REPORT 2004/2005 


Membership 


Although our numbers declined slightly to 186 compared to 188 last year, our membership numbers are still 
satisfactory. A number of members did not renew but we were pleased to welcome 10 new members and trust that 
they will enjoy our activities. 


Income 
e Our main source of income was subscriptions totalling $5974 compared to $5898 last year. 


e Again we are indebted to those who took part in the Barwon River Survey for the Corangamite Catchment 
Management Authority (CCMA). $4200 was received. 


e Fund raising efforts totalled $217.20, slightly up on last year's total of $209.00. 
e Bank interest from the ANZ Common Fund V2 Plus Account yielded $718.44 compared to $546.10 last year. 


Expenditure 


e Two seats costing $813.80 were erected at Jerringot and a slide scanner was purchased for $729.30. Funds from 
the CCMA were used to reprint some back issues of the Geelong Bird Report and we can now supply a number of 
complete sets for re-sale. 


e The main recurrent items of expenditure were: 

$1980.00 for printing of the Geelong Naturalist 
$1166.24 for postage 

$1700.00 for hall rental 

$1119.54 for insurance premiums 

$2550.00 was transferred to the ANZ V2 Plus Account 
$ 509.80 for printing of the 2003 Geelong Bird Report 


00000 0 


Further expenditure 

1. The Committee has decided to purchase a complete set of the Handbook of Australian, New Zealand and 
Antarctic Birds (HANZAAB) at a cost of over $2000 from funds generated by the CCMA Barwon River Bird 
Survey. These books will be a useful reference source for our members. With the move to the Botanic Gardens 
our members will now have greater access to our library outside of Club hours. 

2. Fencing and other works will be carried out at Seaview Park using funds set aside for the purpose. 


Subscriptions 
Again there will be no increase in subscriptions rates for 2005/6 which will be as follows: 


Supporting Members (including Geelong Naturalist) $41.00 
Ordinary Members (including Geelong Naturalist) 31.00 
Joint/Family Members (including Geelong Naturalist) 41.00 
Junior/Student (under 18 years) (including Geelong Naturalist) 7.00 
Corporate Members (including Geelong Naturalist) 36.00 
Subscription to Geelong Naturalist only 26.00 
2004 Geelong Bird Report 10.00 
2004 Geelong Bird Report (if posted in Australia) 12.50 
2004 Geelong Bird Report (if posted overseas) 15.00 


Once again | would like to thank those who have taken part in the CCMA Bird Surveys, our supporting members and 
those who have made donations during the year. Special thanks to our Membership Officer, our Auditor and all those 
who have helped me during the year. 


Ray Baverstock 
Honorary Treasurer 
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ANZ COMMON FUND V2 PLUS ACCOUNT 


RECEIPTS $ PAYMENTS 2 $ 
Bank interest 718.44 
Transferred from General A/c j 2550.00 


Fund balance at 28/2/2004 16768.12 
$20036.56 


Transferred to General A.c 1500.00 
Fund balance at 28/2/2005 18536.56 
$20036.56 


SEAVIEW PARK ACCOUNT 


Account balance at 28/2/2004 $3070.00 Account balance at 28/2/2005 $3070.00 


STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
AS AT 28 FEBRUARY 2004 


ASSETS 
$ 

1) Receipts relating tothe period but not included in cash receipts = 

2) Payments relating to future periods which have been included in cash payments — 

3) Items purchased in prior financial years which are still being used by the club: 
Equipment Date purchased $ 
Steel cupboards 1980 180.00 
Microscope 1981 315.00 
Telescope 1981 270.00 
10 Elliott Type A mammal traps 1981 100.00 
Projector and screen 1983 807.57 
Desk lamp 1985 22.34 
Tripod 1986 75.00 
Electric urn : 1986 67.34 
Sound system 1987 379.90 
Sundry equipment 1989/90 128.00 
Furniture—chairs 1990 107.00 
Library books (at valuation) 1969-2004 6000.00 
Sundry equipment 1992 18.90 
Chairs 1993 287.00 
Display panels 1993 196.00 
Chairs 1993 143.50 
Screen 1993 30.00 
250 shares in Timboon Bushland Co-op 1996/97 250.00 
Display panel at Jerringot 1997 800.00 
Office equipment (calculator) 1999 18.95 
Furniture & fittings—library 2000 182.00 
15 Elliott traps and cases 2000 401.10 
Laser pointer 2000 74.95 
Tables 2000 50.00 
Kowa telescope and tripod 2001 2188.50 
Astronomical telescope and sundry equipment 2002 100.00 
GPS unit f 2002/3 359.00 
Laser printer 2003 - 450.98 
Computer software 2003 99.00 
Interpretive signs—Jerringot 2002/3 3000.00 
Overhead projector bulbs 2001 60.00 
Slide scanner 2004 729.30 
Seats at Jerringot 2004 813.80 

Total $18705.13 
LIABILITIES 
Receipts relating to future periods which have been received and included in cash receipts: 
Subscriptions paid in advance 
$222.00 


Total Liabilities $222.00 
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A Significant Ant Colony Rediscovered 


,...Dave King 
216/86 Church St. Grovedale, 3216 
kingdf@optusnet.com.au 


Introduction 

During February, 2005, when inspecting a fence line in the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 38° 14'S 144° 31'E, the 
writer observed a piece of fallen timber upon which a number of small ants were active. Their size and habit had all 
the appearance of the “Coconut Ant” Papyrius nitidus, a species not seen for at least a decade in spite of continued 
searching. Crushing one of the ants immediately presented the diagnostic strong odour ‘desiccated coconut’. 


This was a fortuitous event because several failed attempts have been made to re-establish a colony with this 
species of ant from Inverleigh Common. Why this is of such importance is that the ant acts as a protective host for 
the larval stage of the now locally extinct Small Ant-blue Butterfly, Acrodipsas myrmecophila, (Fisher, 1995), the 
‘emblem’ of the Geelong F.N.C. The only place in Victoria where A. myrmecophila is still to be found is at Mt. Piper 
near Broadford. Thus if a viable ant colony can be established it may be possible to re-introduce the butterfly to an 
area close to Geelong. 


Historically the butterfly was first found at Cuthbertsons, now the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, by Dr. G. A. 
Waterhouse in 1912. At that time and until recently the host ant was named Iridomyrmex nitidus, now classified as 
Papyrius nitidus. The natural history of the butterfly was described by Waterhouse, 1932: 


The eggs are usually laid at the base of a small plant of one of our common Wattles. ....... I 
believe that at first the small larvae are carried by the ants to the tender young shoots. 
When older they certainly crawl to their food, being guided by the ants....... they are led 
back home to the ant-byre at the base of the plant. They feed only in the evening and at 
night....... Should a larva, when on its outward or homeward journey, go in the wrong 
direction, an ant will come and give its head a push in the direction it should go. 

The ants tend these larvae with great care, and in return, [the larvae] provide with glands 
on their back, a honey-like fluid much prized by the ants..... 


Description 

The general appearance of P. nitidus is as illustrated’. Colour under close inspection is a dark brown, although when 
observed scurrying on timber the ants appear black. A distinguishing feature is the metanotal groove, seen as a 
dorsal trough in the mesosoma (Gk. meso, middle; soma, body). Behind this trough the propodeum has a flat dorsal 
and rear surface abruptly separated by a rounded angle. 


A feature which appears not to agree with that stated in the literature, (Shattuck 1999), is that the palps are longer 
and the number of segments in each are greater by one, having the formula of 6:4. 


Another diagnostic feature is that a membranous area separates plates on the underside of the body, above the 
front legs. This is only visible with the front legs removed. The petiole node is prominent and spatulate and the rear 
surface distinctly concave, (New 1996). A spiracle is situated high on the propodeum. The clypeus has a number of 
short straight hairs projecting forward. No sting is present; the tip of the gaster has a slit-like aperture through which 
glandular lactone exudate is produced, that gives the distinct odour of ‘coconut’. 


References 


Fisher, R. (1995) A Field Guide to Australian Butterflies, Surry Beatty & Sons, Chipping Norton, NSW. 
New, T.R. (1996) Name That Insect, Oxford University Press, Melbourne. 

Shattuck, S.O. (1999) Australian Ants: Their Biology & Identification, CSIRO, Melbourne. 

Waterhouse, G.A. (1932) What Butterfly is That, Angus & Robertson, Sydney. 
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1. See Dave's illustration on the front cover of this issue—Ed. 
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This month 
.. Joe Hubbard 


Yes wouldn’t think an 82nd birthday celebration would 
be the place to acquire more knowledge about that 
topical subject, spiders, now would you? 


Well, Pam from Echuca wanted me to identify that ‘giant’ 
backyard spider with a large web that shines like gold in 
the sun. Well | won't bore you with the detail but it is 
worth noting that this spider certainly has a wide 
distribution in eastern Australia, as this observation 
shows. [Nephila ornata—Ed.] 


Last month we decided to visit the You Yangs but, like 
the Midweek Bird Group, found the Great Circle Drive 
closed. So invoking serendipity we headed off to Anakie 
Gorge Picnic Area. In a small area of bush off Granite 
Road we found Jewel Spiders (Spiny) and plenty of Leaf 
Curlers that displayed an instant attachment to us. Jewel 
Spiders here! Another bit of information filed away for 
future use. 


Powerful Owl fledgling, Newstead, January 2005 


| suppose what I’m saying is that if you're like me, 
hopelessly addicted to all things natural, you always 
have an ‘eye out’ wherever you are. 


Well, I'd better get back to the job at hand. At the risk of 
‘This Month’ becoming known as the ‘Hubbard Family 
Show’ I'll let my son Cameron, from Newstead, describe 
one of his encounters with ‘his’ owls. 


After only a few minutes we heard the 
unmistakable trilling of not one but two Powertul 
Owl fledglings. Then both birds flew down out of 
the pines onto a low, hanging eucalypt branch. 
Both birds were still well-covered in white, fluffy 
down and were constantly trilling while bobbing 
their already large heads up and down. One 
‘fledgling appeared a little larger than the other. 


We heard rustling in one of the eucalypts and 
looking as | shone my torch towards the noise 
we witnessed the comical act of a possum slowly 
climbing up a branch while one of the fledglings 
was making a most clumsy and unsuccessful 
attempt at capturing it. We followed the two 

fo aah fledglings until around 10.15 pm but the two 
— cae ar eE hours seemed like five minutes. My son Callum 
Powerful Owl fledgling, Newstead, January 2005 was totally engrossed and thoroughly excited by 
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the whole experience, but the thing that amazed 
me most was the interaction between Callum and 
the birds. A little to my annoyance Callum would 
go on little walks ‘to see the owls Dad’. But 
nearly every time Callum would leave me at least 
one of the owls would fly after him and land on 
the closest branch adjacent to him. This 
happened on at least five or six occasions. When 
I moved position the birds were not at all 
interested in me. Whether it was Callum’s size, 
or lack of it, that interested the birds, or his 
movements, | do not know. Who can say what is 
going on in the head of a Powerful Owl fledgling? 


Strung-out Birds 

Newtown 10 March 2004 

| never tire of watching the antics of the New Holland 
Honeyeaters when they gather for their noisy meetings. 
Frenetic really. This evening about 11 clustered on the 
trunk of our Ironbark, strung out vertically. No sooner 
commenced they dashed off to an adjacent tree still 
acting in their excitable way. It was soon over, with some 
remaining in the tree while others flew off in ones and 
twos to their night-time roosts scattered around the close 
neighbourhood. 


Eventide 

Newtown 13 March 2004 

Outside with the warm evening closing in with a dry 
change and threatening sky, the smell of bush fuel 
reduction burns is carried in on the west wind. High flying 
parrots (four), a lot like Rainbow Lorikeets, make me think 
... Swift Parrots. As | watched an ant swarm swirl up and 
out of sight | wondered how they contacted one another to 
mate. Then a lone White-throated Needletail, flying east, 
cuts through my reverie. Soon the Red Wattlebirds, last 
to roost, displayed their skills in insect catching in the dim 
light. 


Snippets from the 
Journals 
...Lorraine Phelan 


rfh k48 
° Field Nats News No. 140 has ences 


an article describing the 
objective vegetation quality 
assessment using the ‘Habitat 
Hectares’ method. 


° The Marine Research Group of 
the Victorian Field Naturalists 
visited Point Roadknight in 
January and a report of what 
they found is in Field Nats 
News No. 140. 


° Colour is very important when 
identifying fungi and plants but 
colour names and standards 
can be confusing. A colour set 
has been produced on CD- 
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ROM ($8) and on waterproof e 
printed sheets ($25 incl. 

postage). Contact Robert 
Hancock, a member of the 
Adelaide Fungal Studies 

Group, by email: 


at 30 Tottenham Court Road, 
Port Elliot, SA 5212 


The South Australian Naturalist 
Vol. 78, No. 3/4 July/December 
2004 has a very interesting 

article about extreme 
ephemeralism in South 

Australian desert plants. ° 


Entries for ANZANG Nature 
and Landscape Photographer 
of the Year close on 1 May 
2005. Details (and winning 
images of 2004) can be found 


on www.anzanqnature.com 
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A Newtown Potpourri 

April 2004 

Grey Goshawk calling from the poplar. 

Golden Whistler, an immature all-grey male, in the pear 
tree. 

Imperial White Butterfly flying around the canopies of the 
gums. ; 

Mistletoebird calling from the street tree and its Creeping 
Mistletoe. 

A trickle of Yellow-faced Honeyeaters through several ` 
days, westwards flying. 

Little Ravens, much calling and carrying sticks to last 
year’s nest. 

Crimson Rosellas back to light up our trees. 

To get you going... 

Breamlea and Thompson Creek Estuary (Vicroads 93 
G6). Park at the toilets, walk down the estuary (mucky 
Start, low tide advantageous), left along beach to return by 
first access steps. Excellent birding due to scouring 
floods and creation of mudflats. 


Most waders would have left by now but you are almost 
sure to see Hooded Plovers and possibly Double-banded 
Plovers. 


You Yangs to Anakie Gorge via Sandy Creek and Granite 
Roads (Vicroads 77 H8). You know about the You Yangs 
but check access. Try around the Stockyards area for 
small green and white orchids. Depends upon good rains 
and keen eyes. Gets interesting near Anakie. The bush 
beside Granite Road, vista of extension of the You Yangs 
range, Fairy Park and the Mount Anakie volcanic 
complex. Turn right into Staughton Vale Road and look 
for Anakie Gorge sign. Good birding, scenery, interesting 
flora, wallabies and koalas. 

<> 


I can't wait to get going. See you there! 


A new waste exchange 
database is being developed in 
order to reduce the amount of 
waste being landfilled. For 
example, glass manufacturer 
Pilkington's waste was reduced 
by 98% after pairing up with 
Alex Fraser Recyling and 
finding that high pH silicate 
material could be safely used in 
road base. More details in 
Ecos No. 123 January-March 
2005 or online at 
www.wastepro.com.au 


ahoo.com.au or 


Angair Inc. Newsletter No. 2 
March 2005 has an interesting 
article by Mike Traynor about 
the three Rattus species in our 
area, two of which are native 
and one introduced. He has 
illustrated it beautifully. 


<> 
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Orange-bellied Parrot Surveys 
2005 


T he official Orange-bellied Parrot survey dates for 
2005 are : 


Plant Group 
Workshop meeting April 12 


Please bring .. 
° reference books, including Leon Costerman's books 
° garden specimens for examination and 
identification 
your recent observations. 


22nd May 
23rd & 24th July 
18th September 


Please record these dates in your diary. 
I thank all volunteers for their assistance last year and 
hope they may be available again in 2005. 
Tom Fletcher, 
Tel: 5256 3737 


Seed Propagation 


email: tpf54@bigpond.com K 
ate Hill and CoGG's Conservation Reserves Team 


(CRT) have been working at Seaview Park on the 
Belmont Escarpment to remove weeds and rubbish and 
look after the remarkable existing natural vegetation. Part 
of the management plan involves revegetation and seed 
from plants already growing there is being used. 


Advance Notice 


Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 


Seed will be propagated at the Geelong Botanic Gardens 


Thursday May 19 excursion every Thursday morning from 9-12 am. 


Long Forest, Bacchus Marsh 


age ETN If anyone would like to help they should call Kate Hill on 


Full details in May Geelong Naturalist 5229 0941. 


Next Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
Thursday 14 April 


Free 
Environmental workshops 


” 


PLEASE NOTE—this is the Second Thursday 


O rganised by Greening Australia, Colac Otway Shire, 
City of Greater Geelong and Surf Coast Shire. 


Airey’s inlet 


Leaders: Hans and Pat Streefkerk 
Bats: Bats with Dr Lindy Lumsden from Arthur Rylah 
Institute, Grant Baverstock and Richard Dilena at 2 pm 
Saturday 9 April at the Forrest Hall followed by a Lake 
Elizabeth site visit. 


T he excursion will include Noble’s Swamp area, 
Distillery Creek Picnic Ground and the Sewerage 

Ponds. These areas have provided good sightings of a 
variety of bush and water birds on previous excursions 
led by Pat and Hans. 


Frogs: Frogs with Gerry Marantelli at Amphibian 
Research Centre, Werribee Melbourne Water site, New 
Farm Road, will be on Saturday 16 April from 12.30 pm 
(cake and coffee) before a 1 pm start until 5 pm. BBQ 
afterwards. 


Meet: 8.30 a.m. at the Waurn Ponds Shopping 
Centre carpark, between the old 
Green Grub nursery and the service 
station, inside the Pioneer Road 

boundary. 


Wetlands and Farm Dams: You Yangs and Serendip 
Sanctuary, Lara with Nick Romanowski on Friday 13 May 
at 10 am to 4 pm. 


Fungi: The Fungi day with Bruce Fuhrer has been 
changed from 30 April to Saturday 14 May at the Forrest 
Hall and a Lake Elizabeth site visit. 


OR 


9.30 a.m. at the Airey’s Inlet Post Office/Store 


Weeds: Weed ecology, identification and management 
with Kate Blood and Randall Robinson on Friday 17 June. 


Finish: About 12.30 p.m. 


Enquiries: Hans and Pat 5264 5235 or Polly 5244 
0182 


Contact John Rees 5231 6913 for dates and details and 
registrations. 
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Belmont Escarpment Group 
... Dick Southcombe 


t the first meeting of this new group, which has replaced the Seaview Park Group, the following very keen 

members accepted various roles in our endeavour to protect the environment and conserve the biodiversity of 
this unique area of State and Regional significance. They are Polly Cutcliffe, Andrew Hill, Kate Hill, Chris Moore, 
Lorraine Phelan, Rosalind Smallwood, Dick Southcombe and Mark Trengove. 


Since Seaview Park has come under the joint control of Bernie Cotter, Manager Environment and Natural Resources 
Unit and John Arnott, Director Geelong Botanic Gardens, the Council’s Conservation Reserves Team, assisted by ` 
Kate Hill, has made a huge impact with their weed-eradication onslaught. Lisa Miller and Kate work on site every 
Wednesday and would appreciate any help volunteers can give. Please let us know if you can help with planting-out 
in about two months’ time. 


Seed has been collected and sown and the seedlings potted by Kate and Polly under the guidance of Nathan, a 
Geelong Botanic Gardens horticulturalist who has a special interest in local native plants. Volunteers are most 
welcome at GBG’s potting shed between 9.00 am and noon on Thursdays. 


It is really encouraging to have a number of club members working together to conserve this remnant patch of 
Limestone Woodland Complex (its EVC description) that contains grassland plants and coastal plants from the period 
when the ocean extended much further inland. 


The next administrative step is for our Belmont Escarpment Group to meet with the appropriate Council officers to 
discuss issues such as Trust for Nature covenants, on-going funding, signage, general maintenance capital works 
etcetera and probably to set up a Council Community overseeing body. _ 


| hope the outcome will serve as a model for future biodiversity conservation projects because so much more can be 
achieved when authorities and their communities work together. <> 


Bird Observations 
March 2005 
... Marilyn Hewish 


M arch marks the change of seasons, when the spring-summer migrants are about to leave, and the passage 
migrants pass through. Already records of Rufous Fantails have come in from the You Yangs and Wensleydale, as 
the birds move through open country on their way to their wintering areas. Welcome Swallows have been gathering 
in flocks on power lines, perhaps getting ready to depart. White-throated Needletails have been widespread and 
numerous overhead, which is encouraging as they have been scarce in recent years. These records, and one of a 
single Fork-tailed Swift, prove that some observers have been paying close attention to the skies. A late record of a 
Pallid Cuckoo and my recent observations of Rufous Whistlers and Bee-eaters show that some spring-summer 
migrants still remain. We are always looking to improve our knowledge of departure dates for migrants. Why not note 
down and report every record of migrants this autumn, and then we can, in hindsight, work out more accurate last 
dates for the year. 


Reading the March records, | have been struck by how things have changed since the early 1980s, when I joined the 
club. In those days we never (or rarely) had: Darters along the Barwon River; regular records of Black Kites; Crested 
Pigeons; 100s of Long-billed Corellas; and Grey Currawongs in the Geelong suburbs. Records of Restless 
Flycatchers were not such big news then. But some birds crop up year after year. Common Sandpipers are still to be 
found in the Barwon estuary, where they have occurred regularly since at least the early 1980s. | first saw one there 
in 1982, and they first appeared in a Geelong Bird Report in 1985. (But why didn’t they stay at the other regular site, 
the causeway to Sand Island?) 


Thanks for your reports. They are an invaluable record. We are learning all the time. 


Observers were: AW, Alison Watson; BAt, Bryant Attwood; BC, Bob Cook; BL, Barry Lingham; BLa, Brian Latter; 
DHe, Dean Hewish; DK, Dave King; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; GT, Graeme Tribe; IDu, lan Duncan; JN, John 
Newman; KC, Kay Campbell; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; MPo, MaryAnne Polotzek; NMc, Neil 
Mcinnes; RBa, Ray Baverstock; RGa, Rob Ganly; VLJ, Valerie Lloyd-Jones; VWD, Valda Dedman 


Note: Geelong Naturalist Vol. 40 No. 10 listed a report of 350+ Australasian Shoveler seen by Bryant Attwood at 
Gnarwarre. Actually he reported 350+ Australian Shelduck. LPh apologises. 
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Black Swan 


Darter 


Great Cormorant 
Little Egret 


White-necked Heron 
Great Egret 


Nankeen Night Heron 


Black-shouldered Kite 


Black Kite 
Swamp Harrier 


Grey Goshawk 


Wedge-tailed Eagle 


Little Eagle 
Nankeen Kestrel 
Common Sandpiper 


Black-fronted Dotterel 


Masked Lapwing 


Rock Dove 


Crested Pigeon 


Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 
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Queens Park, near footbridge. Possibly the first seen by 
BAt along this stretch of the river. Stayed three days. 


Wal Whiteside Walk, Belmont flying downstream at 


08.30. 

Queens Park, flying from river area being harassed by 
an Australian Magpie at 09.30. 

Highton, flying N late in the afternoon. 

Limeburners Lagoon Road. First observed in tree on 
11/12/04, observed building nests 22/12/04. 
Gnarwarre, at roadside dam. 

Eastern Beach, feeding in shallows. 

Barwon River, Queens Park, two juveniles soaking up 
the morning sun on river bank for over an hour. An adult 
and a juvenile present on 25/2, one juvenile on 3/3. 
Eastern Beach, two adults and a juvenile feeding in 
shallows. 

Gnarwarre Road, Gnarwarre, perched in two sheoaks 
approx. 200 m apart along roadside. They flew up and 
perched closely along a wire fence. A wonderful sight. 
At least one was a juvenile. 

Friend-in-hand Road, Stonehaven, being harassed by 
three magpies. 

Gnarwarre 

Considines Road, Modewarre, perched on low roadside 
tree at 10.30. 

Leopold, a white phase bird in a Sugar Gum. 


Fyansford Common 
Gnarwarre 

Ceres 

Buckley Falls 
Gnarwarre 


Buckley Falls Park at 09.40. Also seen 8/12/04, 
29/12/04, 19/1/05, 22/2, 9/3. 


Barwon Estuary and muddy creeks, always on their 
own, always on muddy banks. 

Fyansford Common 

Fyansford Common, around freshwater ponds remain- 
ing after earlier heavy rain and flooding. Included one 
juvenile. 

Eryers Road, Belmont. One bird appeared to have an 
injured leg as it limped each time it put its foot down. 


Balyang Sanctuary area, feeding in grass. 


Horseshoe Bend Road, Mount Duneed, perched on 
power lines at 08.30. 

Volums Road, Gnarwarre, on power lines. First seen in 
this area. 

Horseshoe Bend Road, Mount Duneed 

Lake Road, Connewarre 


Gnarwarre 


> 


Modewarre 


Stewart Reserve, Mount Duneed 


Geelong College Prep. School, two adults and two juve- 
niles. 10+ on 27/2. 


Waurn Ponds Creek, Grovedale 


Wandana Heights. 12 on 8/2. ` 
Highton, flying S at 08.15. One on 15/3 at 08.45. 


Helena Street, Highton, interacting with a pair of Pied 
Currawongs. Single birds seen 25/2, 27/2. 

Maroon, a juvenile being fed hawthorn berries by two 
adults. 

Helena Street, Highton early in the morning. Two flying 
over at dusk. 

Bellevue Ave, Highton, perched on power lines. 
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Species 
Long-billed Corella 


Rainbow Lorikeet 


Musk Lorikeet 


Crimson Rosella 


Eastern Rosella 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Pallid Cuckoo 


White-throated Needletail 


Fork-tailed Swift 
Sacred Kingfisher 


White-throated Tree- 


creeper 
Spotted Pardalote 


Red Wattlebird 
Eastern Yellow Robin 


Crested Shrike-tit 
Olive Whistler 


Grey Shrike-thrush 


Restless Flycatcher 
Rufous Fantail 


Grey Butcherbird 


Little Raven 
Richard's Pipit 
House Sparrow 
Red-browed Finch 


European Greenfinch 
Welcome Swallow 


Silvereye 


Bassian Thrush 
Indian Ringneck 


Number 
500+ 
100s 

4+ 


6-8 
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Date Comments Observer 
19/2 Modewarre/Moriac in paddocks 2 kms apart BAt 
5/3 Winchelsea, perched in roadside eucalypts. BAt 
14/3 Grovedale, visiting an apple tree several times a day to DK 
eat fruit. 

25/1 Highton, constantly chattering as they perched in upper RBa 
branches. Two birds observed preening each other. 

2/3 Buckley Falls Park r BAt 

March Reynolds Road, Belmont. Flocks seen and heard flying BAt 
overhead each morning at or close to sun-up. 

20/2 Gnarwarre. Also 26/2. BAt 

25/2 Queens Park. Also 9/3. BAt 

21/2 Wandana Heights LPh 

9/3 Queens Park BAt 

16/2 Queens Park. One calling 11/3. BAt 

18/2 Moriac i JN 

18/2 Modewarre. 20+ also seen a second site. JN 

18/2 Lake Modewarre JN 

18/2 Ceres JN 

7/3 ‘Highton JN 

11/3 Bacchus Marsh, drifted slowly SE between 09.00 and MHe, DHe 
10.00. 

12/3 Gnarwarre JN 

10/3 Inverleigh RGa, BC 

18/2 Queens Park, perched on dead tree near footbridge at BAt 
10.00. 

16/2 Batesford, less than 10 km from Geelong GPO. RGa 

21/2 Wandana Heights, a juvenile. LPh 

27/2 Waurn Ponds Creek, Grovedale LPH, MPo 

3/3 Off Middle Road, You Yangs, at water seep drinking RGa 
and bathing. Approximately 70% were juveniles. 

22/1 Highton RBa 

16/2 Buckley Falls Park, heard calling and seen regularly to BAt 
11/3. 

23/2 Buckley Falls Park, one female and one juvenile. BAt 

12/3 Erskine Falls Track, Lorne. One seen and another BL 
heard. 

17/2 Queens Park, an adult with two speckled juveniles. BAt 
Five near footbridge on 25/2. 

14/3 Pollocksford VWD 

17/2 Eastem Paddock, You Yangs RGa 

12/3 Wensleydale, second seen in garden in ten years. A JN 
glorious bird. 

Jan-Feb Newtown. Heard carolling at 02.00 on 28/2. RGa 
18/3 Wandana Heights. Heard in the previous week and LPh 
seen on 18/3 being harassed by Willie Wagtails and 

Magpie-larks. First seen in this suburb. 
14/3 Pollocksford, chasing a large raptor (?Whistling Kite). VWD 
13/3 Gnarwarre Road, Gnarwarre. BAt 
18/1 Highton. Sparrows have been fairly scarce lately. RBa 
15/2 Queens Park, 1.5 m up in prickly wattle with several BAt 
nestlings. Nest empty 17/2. 10+ seen at Buckley Falls 
Park 18/2. 
6/3 Stan Lewis Walk, Highton VLJ 
30/1 Helena Street, Highton. First record for 2005. RBa 
15/3 Lake Road, Connewarre, perched on power lines at BAt 
11.00. 
16/2 Queens Park, on island between the park and Fyans- BAt 
ford at 09.20. 
12/3 Erskine Falls Track, Lorne BL 
13/3 Queenscliff, opposite Ozone Hotel. IDu 
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GFNC COMMITTEE 2004—2005 


President John Bottomley 5229 3901 johnbo@ncable.net.au 
Vice-President Deborah Evans 5243 8687 Deborah.Evans@deakinprime.com 
Immediate Past President Diana Primrose 5250 1811 primrose@sunet.com.au 

Secretary Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 Iphelan@bigpond.com.au 
Treasurer Ray Baverstock 5243 7025 

Minute Secretary Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 

Committee Member Bryant Attwood 5243 8858 b.attwood@bigpond.com.au 


Polly Cutcliffe 5244 0182 pollycut@hotmail.com 
Claire Greenwell 5243 7047 cndgreenwell@myplace.net.au 


Rosalind Smallwood 52582660 _bigred@pipeline.com.au 
Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 


Neil McInnes 0408 102 802 neil.mcinnes@ozemail.com.au 


(Position Vacant) 
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SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Biodiversity Group (in recess) Claire Greenwell 5243 7047 
Bird Group John Bottomley 5284 1554 
Conservation Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Editor Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 
Geelong Bird Report Marilyn Hewish 5367 3196 
Jerringot Group Valda Dedman 5243 2374 
a Librarian Claire Greenwell 5243 7047 
Mammal Study Group Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 
Membership Officer Jan Venters 5222 2830 
Plant Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Belmont Escarpment Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Web-master Barry Lingham 5255 4291 


Coming Events 


APRIL 2005 MAY 2005 
5 AGM— Grant Baverstock—Bats B General Meeting: Kate Blood—Environmental Weeds 
12 Plant Group: Workshop Meeting fei) Plant Group: Workshop Meeting 

14 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Aireys Inlet 15 . Excursion: You Yangs 

17 Excursion: Bannockburn Reserve (not the Bush) Leader: Trevor Pescott 


afternoon/evening 19 Bird Group: Craig Morley—Birds from Here to There: 
Leaders: Grant Baverstock & Claire Greenwell Migration 
21 Bird Group: Barry Lingham—Quail & Button-Quail of 19 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Long Forest 
Western Victoria 28-29 Boneseed pull—You Yangs 
Leaders: Rob Beardsley/Claire & Dennis Greenwell 
31 Mammal Group 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 25 April, 2005, 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Hard copy or diskette (saved as a Word document or .rtf please) 
Photographs—digital as .jpg (100 to 250 KB approx. if sending by e-mail), slides or prints for scanning to 
5 James Cook Dve Wandana Heights, 3216 —OR—e-mail: |phelan@bigpond.com.au 
For further details phone Lorraine Phelan: 5243 0636 


The latest editions of the following references are recommended: 


Birds: Christidis, L. & Boles, W. (1994) The Taxonomy and Species of Birds of Australia and its Territories, Royal 
Ornithologist Union Monograph 2, RAOU, Melbourne. 
Invertebrates: CSIRO (1991) The Insects of Australia: A Textbook for Students & Research Workers, Vol 1 & 2, MUP, 


Melbourne. 

Mammals: Menkhorst, P.W. (ed.) (1995) A Field Guide to the Mammals of Australia, Oxford University Press, South 
Melbourne. 

Plants: Ross, J.H. & Walsh, N.G. (eds) (2003) A Census of the Vascular Plants of Victoria, Royal Botanic Gardens of 


Victoria, Melbourne. 
Reptiles and Amphibians: Cogger, H. (1992) Reptiles and Amphibians of Australia, Reed Books, Chatswood, NSW. 


Meetings start at 8.00 pm at: 


DISCLAIMER ` 
The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions 
expressed in this magazine rests with the author of the article. 


Geelong Botanic Gardens Friends Room. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and 
Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. 
[Melway Map 452 G4] 


The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided 
that acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 
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